[image: image1.png]U{E HOTEFISPA





PERFECTION AMONG THE PEAKS

The third Wine Summit at The Post Hotel Lake Louise

By Jamie Herbison

The Rocky Mountains close to Calgary have played host to many international events be they athletic like the Olympics, or political like the G-8. In every case where large numbers of people gather, it takes an equally large number of dedicated people to make sure these events run smoothly. The third Wine Summit Lake Louise at the Relais & Chateaux Post Hotel is no different.

Once again the glitterati of the wine world gathered in one of the most spectacular settings in Canada to literally drink in their surroundings. George and Andre Schwarz played host to the likes of Don Patz and John Shafer from California, Dottore Sebastiano Rosa from Italy, David Powell from Australia, and Jean-Guillaume Prats from Bordeaux.

With wines the caliber of Sassicaia, Beaux Freres, Hillside Select, and Torbreck, it might be easy to be intimidated if not overwhelmed. But whether it’s your first or third Wine Summit, one constant is not only the quality of the wines but the quality of the people making those wines. It might be called a “Technical Tasting”, but there’s a comfortable informality to the sessions thanks to people who have no trouble putting their names on the label for all to see and critique.

Another constant is the consummate professionalism of the staff at The Post Hotel. Some 90 guests who have paid handsomely to enjoy the Summit are treated like gold. No detail is too small and no detail is overlooked. To pull that off you need a dedicated group that shares the same passion as the host Schwarz’s. 

It would be easy and tempting to wax eloquent about swirling, sniffing, sipping, and yes, even spitting out some of the finest wines in the world, but what struck me this time was how seamlessly all this is pulled off. I was lucky enough to run into Mark Wight from Clarus Wine and Spirits. He was enjoying a “busman’s” holiday by helping out behind the scene. 

Each time guests gathered under the white tent set up in the parking lot of The Post, all they saw was row upon row of perfectly polished stemware. Little did they realize that a team of upwards of forty-five people had worked frantically to get it just right. Consider the Beaux Freres tasting on Saturday morning. There were eight wines and ninety people. That’s 720 glasses just for this first event of a very busy day. Bottles were organized and checked by Cellar Manager Neil Cartwright. Each bottle was double decanted, in that they were poured into a decanter and then poured back into the bottle before being poured out again into glasses for the tasting. At some point Michael Etzel from the winery checked each bottle…amazingly only one was corked. Another challenge as the event wore on was the sediment thrown by older vintages from Shafer and Chateau Cos d’Estournel.

By the time Jean-Guillaume Prats was sharing the head table with MC Tony Gismondi in the afternoon, it was 28 degrees in the tent…yet another challenge for the team! While we were about to be awed by ten vintages from one of the Super Seconds from Bordeaux, the staff was pouring the wines into some 900 glasses in the hotel’s cellar to be brought over to the tent a scant ten minutes before we arrived to ensure the wines weren’t suffering in the heat. All told some 15,000 glasses were used.

Meanwhile, Executive Chef Hans Sauter and his brigade were preparing the meals in the kitchen. There was a welcoming reception off-site, three breakfasts, two luncheons and a seven course Gala dinner that began with a reception right in the kitchen, just to add another test to the patience and stamina of all concerned. 

As Mark noted throughout, The Post pulled off the Wine Summit “with understated grace, total dedication, near-fanatical passion and total professionalism.”

Once again Andre and George put together a silent auction on Saturday night during the Gala that benefited the Kids Cancer Care Foundation of Alberta. The first two Summits raised in excess of 70 thousand dollars “for the kids”, this one added another 42 thousand for this worthy cause. 


[image: image1.png]